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Performances Notes:

Narration: The narrator should have a powerful presence, and must be amplified.

Performance Options:

1.
2. CHORUS, NARRATOR, PIANO . (All songs)

3. CHORUS, PIANO . (All songs, with someone from chorus narrating in Song #5)

4.

5. These songs are also part of a larger composition: Northwest Passages, for the same

CHORUS, NARRATOR, ALL 5 INSTRUMENTS (Duration: 20 minutes)

A CAPELLA CHORUS. (Songs 1, 3, 5. Duration: 10 minutes)

forces, but with a duration of 35 minutes. A score comprising that entire work is
available separately.
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Texts:

SONG #1: DREAM SONG (Chippewa) [2:00] SONG #4: DREAM SONG OF SIYAKA’ (Sioux) [3:15]
as my eyes at night may I roam
search against the winds may I roam
the prairie at night may I roam
I feel the summer when the owl is hooting
in the spring may I roam
at dawn may I roam
SONG #2: WAR SONG (Sioux) [3:30] against the winds may I roam
at dawn may I roam
clear the way when the crow is calling
in a sacred manner may [ roam
I come
the earth
IS mine

SONG #5: DREAM SONG (Wintu) [6:00]

SONG #3: WAR SONG (Pawnee) [1:30] It is above that you and I shall go;

Let us see, is this real, Along the Milky Way you and I shall go;
Let us see, is this real, Along the flower trail you and I shall go;
This life I am living? Picking flowers on our way you and I shall go.

You, Gods, who dwell everywhere,
Let us see, is this real,
This life I am living?

Sources:

Densmore, Bureau of American Ethnology, Bulletin 53, 1913
Densmore, Bureau of American Ethnology, Bulletin 61, 1918
Briton, Essays of an Americanist, 1890, p. 292.

Densmore, Bureau of American Ethnology, Bulletin 61, 1918
0. Demetracopoulou, “Wintu Songs,” Anthropos, Vol. 30, 1935
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CHIEF SEATTLE'S 1854 TREATY ORATION

[The speech given by Chief Seattle in January of 1854 is the subject of a great deal of historical debate. All known texts are
second-hand. “Version 1” (below) appeared in the Seattle Sunday Star on Oct. 29, 1887, in a column by Dr. Henry A. Smith. He
makes it very clear that his version is not an exact copy, but rather the best he could put together from notes taken at the time. There is
an undecided historical argument on which native dialect the Chief would have used, Duwamish or Suquamish. Either way all agree
the speech was translated into the Chinook Jargon on the spot, since Chief Seattle never learned to speak English. - Nancy Zussy,
Washington State Librarian, 1993]

The excerpts used in the narration are in boldface.

[Song #1] Yonder sky that has wept tears of compassion upon my people for centuries untold, and
which to us appears changeless and eternal, may change. Today is fair. Tomorrow it may be overcast with
clouds. My words are like the stars that never change. Whatever Seattle says, the great chief at Washington
can rely upon with as much certainty as he can upon the return of the sun or the seasons. The white chief
says that Big Chief at Washington sends us greetings of friendship and goodwill. This is kind of him for we
know he has little need of our friendship in return. His people are many. They are like the grass that covers

vast prairies. My people are few. They resemble the scattering trees of a storm-swept plain. The great, and I
presume -- good, White Chief sends us word that he wishes to buy our land but is willing to allow us enough to live comfortably. This
indeed appears just, even generous, for the Red Man no longer has rights that he need respect, and the offer may be wise, also, as we
are no longer in need of an extensive country.

There was a time when our people covered the land as the waves of a wind-ruffled sea cover its shell-paved floor, but that time
long since passed away with the greatness of tribes that are now but a mournful memory. I will not dwell on, nor mourn over, our
untimely decay, nor reproach my paleface brothers with hastening it, as we too may have been somewhat to blame.

[Song #2] Youth is impulsive. When our young men grow angry at some real or imaginary wrong, and
disfigure their faces with black paint, it denotes that their hearts are black, and that they are often cruel and
relentless, and our old men and old women are unable to restrain them. Thus it has ever been. Thus it was
when the white man began to push our forefathers ever westward. But let us hope that the hostilities
between us may never return. We would have everything to lose and nothing to gain. Revenge by young men
is considered gain, even at the cost of their own lives, but old men who stay at home in times of war, and
mothers who have sons to lose, know better.



[Song #3] Our good father in Washington--for I presume he is now our father as well as yours, since King George has
moved his boundaries further north--our great and good father, I say, sends us word that if we do as he desires he will
protect us. His brave warriors will be to us a bristling wall of strength, and his wonderful ships of war will
fill our harbors, so that our ancient enemies far to the northward -- the Haidas and Tsimshians -- will cease to frighten
our women, children, and old men. Then in reality he will be our father and we his children. But can that
ever be? Your God is not our God! Your God loves your people and hates mine! He folds his strong protecting arms
lovingly about the paleface and leads him by the hand as a father leads an infant son. But, He has forsaken His Red children, if they
really are His. Our God, the Great Spirit, seems also to have forsaken us. Your God makes your people wax stronger every day. Soon
they will fill all the land. Our people are ebbing away like a rapidly receding tide that will never return. The white man's God cannot
love our people or He would protect them. They seem to be orphans who can look nowhere for help. How then can we be brothers?
How can your God become our God and renew our prosperity and awaken in us dreams of returning greatness? If we have a common
Heavenly Father He must be partial, for He came to His paleface children. We never saw Him. He gave you laws but had no word for
His red children whose teeming multitudes once filled this vast continent as stars fill the firmament. No; we are two distinct

races with separate origins and separate destinies. There is little in common between us.

[Song #4] To us the ashes of our ancestors are sacred and their resting place is hallowed ground. You
wander far from the graves of your ancestors and seemingly without regret. Your religion was written upon
tablets of stone by the iron finger of your God so that you could not forget. The Red Man could never
comprehend or remember it. Our religion is the traditions of our ancestors -- the dreams of our old men,
given them in solemn hours of the night by the Great Spirit; and the visions of our sachems, and is written in
the hearts of our people.

Your dead cease to love you and the land of their nativity as soon as they pass the portals of the tomb and wander away
beyond the stars. They are soon forgotten and never return. Our dead never forget this beautiful world that gave them being. They still
love its verdant valleys, its murmuring rivers, its magnificent mountains, sequestered vales and verdant lined lakes and bays, and ever
yearn in tender fond affection over the lonely hearted living, and often return from the happy hunting ground to visit, guide, console,
and comfort them.

Day and night cannot dwell together. The Red Man has ever fled the approach of the White Man, as the morning mist flees
before the morning sun. However, your proposition seems fair and I think that my people will accept it and will retire to the
reservation you offer them. Then we will dwell apart in peace, for the words of the Great White Chief seem to be the words of nature
speaking to my people out of dense darkness.

It matters little where we pass the remnant of our days. They will not be many. The Indian's night promises to be dark. Not a
single star of hope hovers above his horizon. Sad-voiced winds moan in the distance. Grim fate seems to be on the Red Man's trail, and
wherever he will hear the approaching footsteps of his fell destroyer and prepare stolidly to meet his doom, as does the wounded doe
that hears the approaching footsteps of the hunter.

[Song #5] A few more moons, a few more winters, and not one of the descendants of the mighty hosts
that once moved over this broad land or lived in happy homes, protected by the Great Spirit, will remain to
mourn over the graves of a people once more powerful and hopeful than yours. But why should I mourn at
the untimely fate of my people? Tribe follows tribe, and nation follows nation, like the waves of the sea. It is
the order of nature, and regret is useless. Your time of decay may be distant, but it will surely come, for even
the White Man whose God walked and talked with him as friend to friend, cannot be exempt from the
common destiny. We may be brothers after all. We will see.

We will ponder your proposition and when we decide we will let you know. But should we accept it, I here and now make this
condition that we will not be denied the privilege without molestation of visiting at any time the tombs of our ancestors, friends, and
children. Every part of this soil is sacred in the estimation of my people. Every hillside, every valley, every plain and grove, has been
hallowed by some sad or happy event in days long vanished. Even the rocks, which seem to be dumb and dead as the swelter in the
sun along the silent shore, thrill with memories of stirring events connected with the lives of my people, and the very dust upon which
you now stand responds more lovingly to their footsteps than yours, because it is rich with the blood of our ancestors, and our bare
feet are conscious of the sympathetic touch. Our departed braves, fond mothers, glad, happy hearted maidens, and even the little
children who lived here and rejoiced here for a brief season, will love these somber solitudes and at eventide they greet shadowy
returning spirits. And when the last Red Man shall have perished, and the memory of my tribe shall have become a myth among the
White Men, these shores will swarm with the invisible dead of my tribe, and when your children's children think themselves alone in
the field, the store, the shop, upon the highway, or in the silence of the pathless woods, they will not be alone. In all the earth there is
no place dedicated to solitude. At night when the streets of your cities and villages are silent and you think them deserted, they will
throng with the returning hosts that once filled them and still love this beautiful land. The White Man will never be alone.

Let him be just and deal kindly with my people, for the dead are not powerless. Dead, did I say? There is no death, only a
change of worlds.
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centuries untold, and which |
to us appears changeless and eternal may change. Today is fair. Tomorrow it may be overcast with clouds.

My words are like the stars that never change.
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Whatever Seattle says, the great chief at Washington can rely upon with as much certainty as he can upon the return of the sun or the seasons.

The white chief says that Big Chief at Washington sends us greetings of friendship and goodwill.
This is kind of him for we know he has little need of our friendship in return.

e@a <
[

N

Five Dream Songs - page 2

- - - - -
=
7 - — - - - -
I
o
Py
gu - e e e e -
D)
7
n
£
o _O o o o] o] (o]
— L= 1 = | 9 | | ¢
diminuendo poco a poco... n
1)
1S - - - - - -
S
ey
O O O O O O
ﬂ/ 5
S
diminuendo poco a poco... n



S2

A2

T2

B2

(a tempo) (poco)

. (molto)
] ritard... =76 accel...
13 m, is. P —— ppr m,
——— s. ——— m P
. ;p ppP ur'i — P p PP —_ p —
iV} N T T I T N I n I 9 n |- A I n T I T ]
b .. . ~- SR : S B b T RS S S 5
g T i | ——— o i =0 I 3 = > 2 i . e 1
eyes (s) as my eyes as my eyes search as my eyes search
PP — p I —— 7 7/
— S E—
= &=
4 R e —
as my eyes (s)
—— PP il =P — &pr pp— mp PP —— mp
1=— T S ——— T ) % T T Po— ]
y .4 i N 1 i 0 ) I 3 -  — T I Z——— |
R T A S : h 4 S BRS =
- ———— — — 2 o P
~ e ey .
— (s) as my — as my as my eyes search
mp ————— ppp cye
) N—T T -
T T T I IR 2
@ P i i i
U C— 1
g  — "
eyes (s)
P ——— pp e P — pp ,p_ v, T=.pp — ™P pp _ mp S ——
) Fe— — t { — B B =30 % PE—— - T
i) I = T —= . S Z——— i ¥
e - 4 & [ o o ro .S — — |
& T =7 | 3 &—oO — — 1 I T T T I ]
Qg — T T ~ @ I o—@ ! 1
as my eyes a my eyes as my eyes as my eyes search
— P =7 I — /] ] P _— mp > p —— mp P ———
— et T f T T { > T T T T—1 ———
i i D3 I 3 i i - -
T T T © A |- A I I I T T T ]
i i u | I — © i = o - i T4 — i i  —— — 1
T T — P o c I
A W
— as my eyes search as my eyes search div. search as my eyes
mp —
0 o ——
E X ©
—— e —
. . . [narration should finish before bar. 19] search
His people are many. They are like the grass that covers vast prairies.
My people are few. They resemble the scattering trees of a storm-swept plain." |
~
~ J ~
ritard.... J:76 accel... J=88 ritard... J:88 ritard... J=76 J=88 ritard... =76 %i'“
p —— mf — ) nf
— P ™ ‘ | l P
T | - f I o1 — |  — — — 1 ]
‘ I
~ as my eyes search the pra - rie I feel the sum-mer in the spring
— p P — mf ~ ———— 7 4 mf I —S S /]
) f f T P ) f I — . T T T % T n Po— n T ]
T T & T T T | ] T | 3 L T | ) T n I n I - =X ¢ T T T I n T T n I ]
@ =i =i 7 S— — — — == /= —— T Y — t i t i %« T — - —— - |
i — —— - I — =i I F— i i i i I 3
D] o o © o 4 <
—~ as my eyes search the pra - rie I feel the sum-mer in the spring
—_— p p ——=— mf ~ —_—_— pp el B —SRR

T T T t | T T T T T T

Five Dream Songs - page 3

~ as my eyes search the pra,- rie___ pra - rie I feel the sum-mer in the spring
— 5
O —
Fbr —— - 3
7~ — 1 %
T y 4 1 T2f
- — P
search—__ search. the pra - rie search the pra - rie___ I feel the sum-mer in the spring_
4 =88 ritard.... J=76 ritardando... ;
3R —— nf ~ ~
| I —— (7 /] y 35 P _ PP -

[ f f =T n T T T n T ) T |
X e b t T — f T n 1 —— T f  — n o T —T T i |
g§}v€' s Eﬂ ’ - 1 t 1 1 T— — t % 1 1 1 i |

\. — ——————
1 feel  the sum - mer in the spring sum - mer in the spring
mf’ 0 ~
A I — ) P T
17 T T T T T T n |
y .4 ¥ n — 1 1 - ——y n o T —T T i |
{5 —< f T T — T T T 1 1 1 f % T  — T i |
< T T T — T T T 1 1 1 T I ——r— — - i |
o * ¥ b * bd [d bo < LA A
I feel  the sum - mer  in the spring the spring,
m, . N
" If 1 1 rp N p 1 —— P
17 T f T — T f T T TT T f T 1) n  — n |
¥ — 1 1 T ) t  — t i |
o 1 % T  — T i |
 — T | o I = —=F i i |
D) I L S ————
I feel  the sum - mer in the spring sum - mer in the spring
m N o 0
) - ’ pp = PPP
0 T T T p— T T T T T T T |
Dl e 4 e 3e % 0P be | = = = = 5 ]
i i T i 1 i be 1 1 T2 -
= x x [ >o e
I feel  the sum - mer in the spring sum - mer
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[Chief Seattle:]

"Youth is impulsive. When our young men grow angry at some real or imaginary wrong, and disfigure their faces

Nar. with black paint, it denotes that their hearts are black, and that they are often cruel and reléntless,
and our old men and old women are unable to restrain them. Thus it has ever been.
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(Follow Narrator...)

v

v ‘ v
P mp mf —  n pp ————— PP p —n
_N
Sl b [ [ , A
Let us see [1] : [s]
4 ' mp mf’ n E n——_ 11: PP<pP =
n ! |
i [ i
b b L | L [
Let us see : [1] : [i]
I | |
n 2 mp nf n i p<p>n ! n<p
i : ;
PR : A =
Let us see | [6] . m
Whisper: 1 | \
11; " mp mf n p | | pp<<p>m
I-I . 1 1 1
L u T T T
b b [ b | | L
Let us see [s] i | (1] |
[Chief Seattle:] "Our good father in Washington sends us word that if. we do as hedesires he will
|SONG #3: War Song (Pawnee) | [1:30]
v v v
\J
7 =
AN3Y4
D)
o) = N
Z \
f = h
T \
= >~ Improvise, in a reactive manner,
7| sparse, quiet, unreal' sounds, With NN NN NV VRV VNV VNNV VNN
,*//{ unusual techniques and effects.
|SONG #3: War Song (Pawnee) | [1:30] PP
" + + * /// ,///I
17 - o )/
s S
U ’ ’
&y: -— ’
Z
Z ; ; ; ; Z
2 i
n ———— mp nLpp>n | V4 PP n< mp X P=n n——_ mp
_1 | = |
LI 1 . R ]
L . = ool =L | [ [
[A] | m ! is wall [e] [ta] ! [ri] [
n ﬁp | rp n<<p n/<_i\p>n mp n=—p! En<11 mp
i I : : : i ; .
L I (voiced w’llispﬂg‘; L (whispﬁﬂr)‘ L l D ; 1 L MD
[ta] | warrior us . ] 1 [all [tA] [ ! HIAT] ! war
—— ’;II’ }’ E n<p>nmn P | n<p>n: mp  mp _——n ! = . L n<p>n
1PN = > ) > ! : = L= | I 1
U ' | i [ i ' i
N ) i A R T
1 [t] [s] vl M 0 | 6 ! wonder ! u
q n<p P=n E E n<p E E E n— mp E mpi E rp i n=
il - F— TR E— . : : ; ;
[ i A S S O N e
el [s] v 1+ AU UV R [s | is | [1]
protect us. His brave warriors will be to us a bristling wall of strength,  and his wonderful ships of war will fill
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others

others

others

P R mp mp  mp——n W — P —mp
_1 > > ﬁ>
- b L , L 1] -
[s] let (t) [s] see f-ffright - en [ri] .
' 1 | I ' I
| P — n | pp ———"p " P no. ! 'mf ——— )
n ! = ! SocS ! |
Ll 1 I I : !
pow L ; [
X (6] X r-e-a-1 | s ! | [Al]
' | ' b ! | |
1 I g 1
0 ! mp=— n mp n——mp ! p ——— mp | mf —————
| | . " | [ [ [
| 6] [ta] [i] b ! re - - al | [Al]
| - ! b ! - !
0 r E T - mp | TP = ! w—— mp |
sl | — : ; ,
| - ) b . wl
) [s] X us ) [s] fright - en . [ri] !
| ! ' | 1 ' 1 ' |
| | | | 1 ! ! | ' |
I | ' I I ! ! 1 \ .
our harbors, so that our ancient enemies will cease to frighten our women, children, ‘and old men.
diminuendo poco a poco... niente
/
~ tuttig ad Tib, isolated random words...
(a bit slower than.tenors) f ~ pp
;‘ : : nf W v [
T i : ; ; AN
; | i, wi [ [ L real
: : real Let us see
| ' ; Let
n p f ! this |[——
. : PO SV
o = h | us
: hi 1 T 3 .
! this rea : Whisper: am
0 E mp mf P — mf Llfe —
i : - E D . E E : [ this S Bl o 2 T
. this real is this ! real? thng
! | 1 .
N mf | : is R
| ! : see AV
) E ! .
is real 1 : :
| | - !
1 | ! \
Then in reality he will be our father and we his children.
:
1
D simile, ad 1ib.
rrp y4
4 ;
5
_ = pp
D ———————— pp
(increasingly sparse...)
I] ————— 7/ diminuendo poco a poco...
D — diminuendo e ritard poco a poco  (increasingly sparse...)
But can that ever be? Your God is not our God! Your God loves your people and hates mine!
RS e T T e e
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\

(basses) (altos) @
6
_ diminuendo poco a poco... (increasingly sparse...) n
PP (whisper) Ostay together as a group, apart from Basses) : PPP
DWW| Let us see, is this real, this life I am living? |
finish current repetition and stop (should not synchronize w/basses)
1
(dim.) n :
Pp (whisper) Ostay together as a group, apart from Basses) E PP
D | Let us see, is this real, this life I am living? WMWWMWMWMW
n finish current repetition and stop (should not synchronize w/sopranos)
Our God, the Great Spirit, seems also to have forsaken us.
D diminuendo poco a poco... (increasingly sparse...)
Z z
@ freely dictated @ ritard...
v v v v v v v v
7 voiced whisper:
’ﬂ E * F B F F Let us see, is this real, this life I am living?
You, Gods, who  dwell everywhere,
i eper- (even slower)
N = = = . . . . ..
i L‘ 1 F g F (‘ Let us see, is this real, this life" 1 am living?
Y()}{, s qus, who  dwell everywhere, (slightly slower than sop.)
n = > > > . . .. P
i L\ Y r g F F Let us see, is this real, sthis life Jvam_living?
You, . Gods, who  dwell everywhere,
voi whisper: (slowest)
)l ! F B F F Let us see, is/ this real, this life I am living?
@ freelpdictategho  dwel everywhere, ritard...
v v v v .. . . .
19 vy ¥ No;  we are two distinct races with separate origins and separate
p _inside: palm slaps on lowest strings
y.a
1\3
P mp P —— mf
oy
< N
sempre M
Bass Drum  thumb roll thiimb roll
= ————
Tam-tam —=72 P —— mf
I T S CE— ¥
n| i & —— S
- —o_
P mp
@ freely dictated ( ; ) ritard...
v v v v v
I
N n e
# &
@ |
D)
y4 I e ————-
11 1T
723 f S
S i 1
ey ; ;
—— )
& P
O
B
p e —————————
Z
destinies. ~ There is little in common between us." ||



Dream Song of Siydkd” (Sioux) | [3:15]

| SONG #4
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(tacet 1x, 2x)
63 3x Ppp
S & N NN N NS N—L N N -
wes = s == @93 5 s 9% 3 & 2§ P
> > > > > > > > >
may I roam may I roam may | may I roam may I roam may I roam may I roam at
3x (tacet 1x)
A
> = = = = > > > = > > > > = > > > >
may I roam may | may I roam may I roam may I roam may Iroam may I may Iroam may I roam may I  roam
(all xs)
3x p
.\ N — N ——p— N f— N N N X — N — p— — N f— N
P -'_.'_- IR I —---.—‘-3-3— -'_.'_ IR P
T -------r:---------------——-——-———-r:—-—-—-—
%J > > > > > > > > > > > > > > > > > > > > >
may Iroam may I roammay I roam may I roammay I roam roam may I roam may I may Iroam may I roam may I roam may I  roam
3x (all xs)
B
roam may I roam may I may I roam may Iroam may [ may I  roam may I roam may I roam may I roam may I  may I
by the iron finger of your God so that you could not forget.
Nar I| The Red Man could never comprehend or remember it. |I
Our religion is the traditions of our ancestors -- the dfeams of our old men,
given them in solemn hours of the night by the Great Spirit;
and the visions of our sachems, and is written in the hearts of our people."
63 U u A A oo
3x (tacet 1x)
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m = ~ A ~ Q
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63 L b A A Lo
1 A 3x (tacet 1x, 2X)
45 7 ) % 7 3 .
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|SONG #5: Dream Song (Wintu)| [6:00]

@ ~65 "
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IEN SN

N

RERP)

~7

[Chief Seattle:]

"A few more moons, a few more winters, and not one of the descendants,of the mighty hosts that once
moved over this broad land or lived in happy homes, protected by the Great Spirit, will remain to mourn
over the graves of a people once more powerful and hopeful than your But why should I'mourn at the
untimely fate of my people? Tribe follows tribe, and nation fellows nation;like the‘waves of the sea.

It is the order of nature, and regret is useless. Your time of ' decay may. be distant, but it will surely come,
for even the White Man whose God walked and talked with him as friend te friend, cannot be exempt
from the common destiny. We may be brothers after all. We will seet"

Instruments: spac€ious, starry night-music...with great rhythmic variety (mostly VERY sparse)
and dynamic variety within given range.
Carefully avoid any particular pitch centricity (focus) or sense of pulse.

| SONG #5: Dream Song (Wintu) | [6:00] Every,note'should be an‘isolated event, unrelated to anything else.
~6 5" o~
. > <
/.\ 4" o
inside: swipe fingertips across strings (use all 88 keys) P
°): e o o~ 2
J\ gradually to all white keys... 2
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2 .
| SONG #5: Dream Song (Wintu) |
~65" strings: mostly use any available bells (finger cymbals, bells, crotales, triangles, etc.), but also
add an ocassional natural harmonic of your choice.
arco 7N 3" o~ zA Ji J\- °
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L J ® _ 2
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