DAVID DZUBAY

(2006)

Violin, Horn, Piano

PRO NOVA MuUsIC




(2001, rev. 2008)
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IIl  Celestial Determination (El Caracol)

IV Processional-Offering (Sacred Well)

V  Quetzalcoatal’s Sacrifice (The Great Ball Court)

VI  Kukulkan’s Descent (El Castillo — September equinox)
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Program note:

Like many visitors to the ancient Mayan ruins of Chichén Itzd, I stood in awe before the temple of Kukulkan,
the god-man known to the Toltecs and Aztecs as Quetzalcoatal or “Feathered Serpent,” and the Great Ball Court,
imagining the exotic rituals that have taken place there. This work is a flight of fantasy that attempts to evoke the
ritualistic character of some of the monuments found at Chichén Itz4, including:

El Castillo: Actually a huge solar calendar, the main pyramid of Kukulkan is a time temple that sheds light on
the Mayan astronomical system. During the equinoxes, the shadow pattern of the pyramid's steps seems to show a
serpent climbing up the steps in March and down the steps in September.

Two cenotes, or wells (profane and sacred): The smaller profane well was used for every day needs, while the
larger sacred well was used in worship, and offerings were continually made to it. Divers have retrieved skeletons and
many ritual objects from its depths.

The Observatory (El Caracol): The observatory was built in a spiraling design, with the windows in the dome
aligning with certain stars on specific dates, showing the precision of Mayan astronomy.

The Great Ball Court: The whole basis and rationale of Mayan sacrifice was the belief that the victim
sacrificed was Quetzalcoatal himself, and by sacrificing the victim they were reenacting Quetzalcoatal's sacrifice at
the beginning of time, thereby renewing creation. In one version of the sacrifice, Quetzalcoatal manifested himself as
two persons: the twins Quetzalcoatal and Tezcatlipoca. In a ritual that took place at the beginning of time,
Quetzalcoatal killed his twin, from whose body the world then emerged. At the end of significant time periods - at
times when creation ran out of power - a ritual ballgame was staged at the ball field of Chichén Itz4. Each side
incarnated the God Quetzalcoatal, one side as Tezcatipoca and one side as the twin Quetzalcoatal. The losers - i.e., the
players incarnating Tezcatlipoca, were then sacrificed. The Mayans believed that this sacrifice - as a repetition of the
original sacrifice of Quetzalcoatal - would renew, and keep the world alive.

Imagined Ritual - Kukulkan for violin, cello and piano was first performed on May 22, 2001 by the Trio
Silvestre Revueltas at the II Cedros International Music Festival in Mexico City. In 2006, a revised version was
completed and is now listed under the title Kukulkan. As well, a version for violin, horn and piano was completed in
2006. Kukulkan II is a further revision, adding flute and clarinet, and was written in 2007 for Alejandro Escuer and
his Mexico City based ensemble, ONIX.
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I. Kukulkan's Ascent (El Castillo - March equinox)
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II. Water Run (Profane Well)
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116  steady, flowing, nonchalant
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optionally, play A as harmonic as shown in bass clef.
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(The Great Ball Court)
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VI. Kukulkan's Descent

con sord. l)>

(El Castillo - September Equinox)

= E: T
o I 2 e .
)" 4 )} vl o] I I I I I /1
'I\'m ?) I I 14 I I ‘._%
SV A A~
D} .ﬁ ——— pp _/j" | pp
+
P b
Y T A
.4 ] I'V‘ - ‘.%
A
Y mf Jf - ppp
J=60 poco ritard... J:54
8va ,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,, ﬂ,,,,
be o
0 L - . hg o 4 Ll ol
4 B> M) D) 7 " T T %
y > ) = e %Y ol L= 3
{5 7 5 D al 5)
\;)v 7 1 i 7
Jf 3 5
‘ S PP poco rubato
) abo %
y > ) - L= 3
(£ W) )
\;)V A~ bHe- e
W una corda sempre
(89)- oo —————— —
N 0 ﬁ > .. — _
4 ~ b = 2 = = N L2
o) £ e # L’F = = = = R —
)’ | % I I I 7 7
@ § I I I | 4
J 3 3 _ ]
mlEed
— | |
b . .
O o . e b ! T —
(81}11) ,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,
4 '3 '3 '3 '3
0, h! o hg o " o :* o h% e o
y S ) ) Py I >
({2 W) i i o .
T n ﬂ o *
c r r FeE=— ¢t 5
R 5 5 B dim.... PP
A4 -
(eso
ANV
D)
(%e2)
#_ _ tenuto .. . __ a tempo o _
6 & T3 . _ie e _ (A _ - _ - _ _ _ e
PRRETI B g = = s 48 - - e g g E _ 3 o e
A e — S i 1 e Lid e 1  — e 3 1 1 2
D : — 1 1 : 1 1 ‘ i P— P
D — = —— P——— B Py 3 3 3
P
—r y 2 I ia| P_ i r; o - i I r; D — = n i i T 2
I ry I I I I I I I I I [ & e I T I s I I )
S ‘ 5 ’ | ‘ S e e T T
— ppp P AP : i - =
a tempo
(8) _ 8- loco tenuto- - - 8 8pa- - -
6 ® ﬁ; fe 2 (™) ﬁ;#i fe e
p- = = " _ - = o .
7 \ 3 > \ D) \ 3 D)
& @ - " ‘ 3 S
D} ‘ = =
Lj‘#
} D) ‘ 3 )
- 5] —& 5
= A~ o o A~
S

Kukulkan (vn, hn, pn) - page 27



,, C(
iir
[ N .\
s vy [N
Lo
! gh.wrﬁ
m m.. m ouuunnl
g = T
o O ¢4l ]
~ +~ 3 p_
ST g =@ ol
A e el e Yt
o N7 1S )
m bt n_MH w !
ALl [
1
e i !
VTN
—a
ol L o
==
e L] A~
v oy e \ e
ESTTUIIRS >,:\ * Aol AL
- (
H Ex A v f> || v
: : S RIE!
conlemn || § Nany A | A ||
onmes \a\\\ < /
o
@@ & Y
~¢ g A A
il | N NN & _Lu}bv
o0 @41} ﬁ/
omo | & A < . \\I’ \m\\\I’
O
I X s
R g
~¢ ~g
Cnl Ol _A P__A |
N 8
Aﬁnr < ;njav/\ 3] 3]
sy bR
NN RNGN
o NGe XX N o o
| —
——

una corda sempre

tre corde

a tempo

5

molto rit.

ritard...

]
I
3 3
C > Qi
3 : EIEE:
1 1
N & ]+ I
ﬂ’
~¢ = 1 ™~
@
ES
m; Wc A
=l
N O s |1 vp_
+
' & ; < ET[E
e R (aaAY [(ap =
n S
h &
s P
- L)
=)
» S —iwie
L= b = ]
LY ™
AS i
l L)
w TN L] o
===
(19 2y
T IR CREL )
N X
. [ 18 ﬁ’
=
pi v N
Q
— W AN
N~
1 e/
= ]
[ 1
|, I
m = ‘ 7 7
v
X - W_‘
. ole &
] ;
( S DR D« I
T NG X 2R 6N 3
| E— ¢

[1:50]

total duration: circa 20 minutes
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