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TEXTS:

o purple finch
please tell me why

this summer world (and you who i who

love to live)

must die

if i

should tell you anything

(that eagerly sweet carolling

self answers me)
"i could not sing"

II.
who are you,little i

(five or six years old)
peering from some high

window;at the gold

of november sunset

(and feeling: that if day
has to become night

this is a beautiful way)

III.

One winter afternoon

(at the magical hour

when is becomes if)

a bespangled clown

standing on eighth street

handed me a flower.

Nobodys, it’s safe

to say,observed him but
myself;and why?because
without any doubt he was
whatever(first and last)
mostpeople fear most:

a mystery for which i’ve

no word except alive

—that is, completely alert

and miraculously whole;

with not merely a mind and a heart
but unquestionably a soul-

by no means funereally hilarious
(or otherwise democratic)

but essentially poetic

or etherally serious:

a fine not a coarse clown

(no mob, but a person)

and while never saying a word
who was anything but dumb;
since the silence of him

self sang like a bird.

Most people have been heard
screaming for international
measures that render hell rational
—1 thank heaven somebody’s crazy
enough to give me a daisy

Iv.

everybody happy?

WE WE WE

& to hell with the chappy
who doesn't agree

(if you can't dentham
comma bentham;

or 1 law for the lions &
oxen is science)

from COMPLETE POEMS: 1904-1962, by E. E. Cummings, Edited by George J. Firmage, are used with the
permission of Liveright Publishing Corporation. Copyright (c) 1923, 1925, 1939, 1940, 1951, 1953, 1967, 1968, 1991
by the Trustees for the E. E. Cummings Trust. Copyright (c) 1976 by George James Firmage.
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