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Prismatic Variations

duration: 13 minutes

Program note:

Prismatic Variations was composed for a series of concerts by the Indiana University Jacobs School of
Music New Music Ensemble in Bloomington and Seoul, South Korea, in March 2026. The project united
current students, faculty, and alumni in creating nine new works on the theme of connection, celebrating
the strong and enduring musical bonds between South Korea and the Jacobs School. IU faculty violinist
Kyung Sun Lee performed the solo violin part on tour, joined by cellist Kangho Lee (K-Arts) and violist
Yoon Kyung Shin (Kookmin University) in Seoul, and cellist Eric Kim (IU faculty) in Bloomington. The
work’s primary motifs—derived from the soloists’ names and translated into pitches using French and
German pitch-letter conventions—form an octatonic scale, symmetrically alternating half and whole
steps. This, together with the acoustic scale drawn from the harmonic series, shapes the work’s harmonic
language. The piece opens with a theme of two extended phrases presenting the main ideas, followed by
fourteen variations in a fast—slow—fast design. The title, borrowed from Donald Erb, evokes the play of
light through a prism—musical reflections, refractions, and diffractions of its motivic ideas.
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INSTRUMENTATION

Flute/Piccolo

Oboe

Clarinet in Bb/Bass Clarinet
Bassoon

Horn
C Trumpet (straight, Harmon)
Trombone (straight, Harmon)

2 Percussion
1: Vibraphone, sm. and lg. Triangles, Splash Cym.
shared: Bass Drum, large Tam-tam, sm. & lg. Sus. Cym.
2: Marimba (5 octave), Crotales (high octave), Mark Tree, med. Triangle
shared: Bass Drum, large Tam-tam, sm. & lg. Sus. Cym.

Harp
Piano

Solo Violin
Solo Cello (or Viola)

2 Violins
Viola
Cello

Bass (C-extension)
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PERFORMANCE NOTES:

Harmonic series chord tuning: The C chord at the end calls for special tuning with the normal harmonic
series adjustments. Tuning is shown with this format: C: #7 (-31), meaning the 7th partial of the C
harmonic series, which should be tuned down 31 cents.

Set up diagram:

(shareditems in center)
Tam-tam Bass drum
Table for
bows, mallets & shared
small instruments

Vibraphone Marimba (5 octave), Crotales (high octave)
Sus. Cym. (lg), Triangles (sm., lg.) Sus. Cym. (sm., lg.), Mark Tree,
Splash Cymbal, sm. Sus. Cym., Triangle (med.)

Metal Wind Chimes, Bow

Harp CL./Bcl. Bn. Hn. Piano
Ob. Tp.(C)
El./B¥. Vn2. Va Trb.(tenor)
vn1. N Bs. (C-ext.)

Conductor



Commissioned by the Trustees of Indiana University

Prismatic Variations

for violin. cello (or viola) and ensemble (2025)

[Transposed Score]

DAVID DZUBAY
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