


Sea	of	Time
(2022)

Duration:	20	minutes

Program	Note:

Walt	Whitman's	evocative	and	timeless	text	often	suggests	water	imagery,	with	its	descending	rivulets,	drifting
currents	and	waves	re!ected	in	this	music's	textures,	harmony	and	rhythms.	While	mostly	a	calm	traversal	of
America,	the	“currents”	build	toward	“the	storm’s	abysmic	waves,	…Raging	over	the	vast,…”	before	ending	with
gently	lapping	waves	gradually	disappearing..."Wash'd	on	America's	shores."

David	Dzubay
June	2022

Sea	of	Time	is	largely	contained	within	Autumn	Rivulets,	a	work	from	2019	jointly	commissioned	by	the	Quad
City	Symphony	Orchestra	and	its	music	director	Mark	Russell	Smith	and	the	Indiana	University	School	of
Music	in	celebration	of	Walt	Whitman’s	200th	birthday	in	2019	and	of	the	bicentennial	of	the	founding	of
Indiana	University	in	2020.	Autumn	Rivulets	is	a	longer	work	and	includes	texts	by	Dylan	Thomas	and	a
number	of	other	writers,	while	Sea	of	Time	presents	the	Whitman	text	exclusively.



David	Dzubay

Sea	of	Time
(2022)

soprano	&	orchestra



INSTRUMENTATION:

Piccolo
2	Flutes
2	Oboes
English	Horn
2	Clarinets	in	Bb
Bass	Clarinet
2	Bassoons
Contrabassoon

4	Horns	in	F
3	Trumpets	in	C	(straights,	Harmon	for	Tpt.	1)
2	Trombones	(straights,	Harmon	for	Trb.	1)
Bass	Trombone	(straight)
Tuba	(mute)

Timpani
4	Percussion

1:	Glockenspiel,	small	Suspended	Cymbal,	Tam-tam	(large),	Bell	Tree
2:	Vibraphone,	Triangles	(sm,	lg),	medium	Suspended	Cymbal,	Snare	Drum,	very	large	rain	stick	(~6’)
3:	Marimba,	large	Suspended	Cymbal,	4	Tom-toms,	T.	Chimes,	Mark	Tree,	medium	Tam-tam
4:	Crotales	(both	octaves),	Triangle	(medium,	small	Splash	Cymbal,	Bass	Drum

Harp
Piano/Celesta

Soprano

Strings

NOTES:
Score	is	transposed.
Accidentals	carry	through	the	bar,	as	usual;	some	courtesy	accidentals	have	been	added	for	clarity.



TEXT

Walt	Whitman	(1819-1892)
Leaves	of	Grass
Book	XXIV:	Autumn	Rivulets
As	Consequent,	Etc.	(1881)

As	consequent	from	store	of	summer	rains,
Or	wayward	rivulets	in	autumn	�owing,
Or	many	a	herb-lined	brook’s	reticulations,
Or	subterranean	sea-rills	making	for	the	sea,
Songs	of	continued	years	I	sing.

Life’s	ever-modern	rapids	%rst,	(soon,	soon	to	blend,
With	the	old	streams	of	death.)

Some	threading	Ohio’s	farm-%elds	or	the	woods,
Some	down	Colorado’s	cañons	from	sources	of	perpetual	snow,
Some	half-hid	in	Oregon,	or	away	southward	in	Texas,
Some	in	the	north	%nding	their	way	to	Erie,	Niagara,	Ottawa,
Some	to	Atlantica’s	bays,	and	so	to	the	great	salt	brine.

[In	you	whoe’er	you	are	my	book	perusing,]
In	I	myself,	in	all	the	world,	these	currents	�owing,
All,	all	toward	the	mystic	ocean	tending.

Currents	for	starting	a	continent	new,
Overtures	sent	to	the	solid	out	of	the	liquid,
Fusion	of	ocean	and	land,	tender	and	pensive	waves,
(Not	safe	and	peaceful	only,	waves	rous’d	and	ominous	too,
Out	of	the	depths	the	storm’s	abysmic	waves,	who	knows	whence?
Raging	over	the	vast,	with	many	a	broken	spar	and	tatter’d	sail.)

Or	from	the	sea	of	Time,	collecting	vasting	all,	I	bring,
A	windrow-drift	of	weeds	and	shells.

O	little	shells,	so	curious-convolute,	so	limpid-cold	and	voiceless,
Will	you	not	little	shells	to	the	tympans	of	temples	held,
Murmurs	and	echoes	still	call	up,	eternity’s	music	faint	and	far,
Wafted	inland,	sent	from	Atlantica’s	rim,	strains	for	the	soul	of	the	
prairies,
Whisper’d	reverberations,	chords	for	the	ear	of	the	West	joyously	
sounding,
Your	tidings	old,	yet	ever	new	and	untranslatable,
In%nitesimals	out	of	my	life,	and	many	a	life,
(For	not	my	life	and	years	alone	I	give—all,	all	I	give,)
These	waifs	from	the	deep,	cast	high	and	dry,
Wash’d	on	America’s	shores?
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soft	mallets	(muted,	distant	sound)

scrape	w/tri.	beater
l.v.	sempre etc.	ad	lib.

triangle	beaters	on	random	individual	bars etc.	ad	lib.

bowed

optional:	RH	played	on	Celesta	here	and	at	the	very	end	of	the	piece.	(In	that	case,	only	8va)

hold	each	pitch	for	~1	8th	before	gliss.

hold	each	pitch	for	~1	8th	before	gliss.

hold	each	pitch	for	~1	8th	before	gliss.

hold	each	pitch	for	~1	8th	before	gliss.
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2022	Pro	Nova	Music	(BMI).	Bloomington,	IN.	USA.	All	rights	reserved.
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waves, who knows whence?
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