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Texts by Julie Choffel
Something Must Be Described

I was looking through the window from out of it, able to see in and through to the other
window where it was sunny out and a cloud.

Look, I was a small and painfully bright finch. You might say I was thumb-sized.

Someone was walking along the other side of our door, when, and then you said if she
was real we would have known her.

Sometimes the canon of information eludes me. I want it all. Always soon as I want
everything I’'m done with wanting for a while. Wishy-washy like that. Sometimes the
very very very is unnerving, you know how we are with looking. It’s another way so then
why own it.

The glorious sun over the pondish lake turning into a shape, it’s the first thing, and the
finicky noticing. The away.

It keeps it up. There, there—spread of land is mouth and eye. I want to describe it for
you.

The Beauties

The beauty is in your mouth where all things are

the beauty falls down and over your face

the beauty is dragon-like in air

and knows you are not a corpse

or a moon

and the beauty knows how to tell between grape juice and apple juice

and its beauty is of the beauties that are velvet, slightly warm, and anticipating
when you look out of windows, or through great vines taking over orchards
like a beauty plague

and pages and pages written in other languages to call it out of this language
and one’s longing for it means one will never truly see it but in passing

as the injured hobble near it, the pale rub against it, and the beauty still prepares you
for other beauty, not exactly like anything else in this one but by name

so you might continue looking at it like anything else not wholly undertaken
and those who walk near you may begin to bear witness to your witness

the beauty pausing briefly, just a pulse, and forgetful.

Producing For A While

I think I'm done with producing for a while. I know I can contribute a lot to the overall
production. But I'm done with producing until I can get some input. They said, if we
produce you, you sign a contract. If you sign our contract, we will feed you an extra meal
per day. If you don't want this extra meal, you can not give it away to someone else
without a contract. If you produce meals spontaneously, we can not be responsible for
your production. I said I think I'm done. They said give us a break I said give me a break.
We broke everything together and it was useful for me. I needed some input for my
overall worth and so they contributed. I had to admit that I wanted them to produce me. I
had to fulfill the terms. The terms said I was done producing for a while. They produced
a document that said I would show them my terms. I thought when I get enough input I'll
show them. I showed them what I knew about production by waiting it out. They said
what if we gave you more input. I said you don't get it I think I'm done with producing
for a while.

"Something Must Be Described," "The Beauties," and "Producing For A While" from THE HELLO DELAY,
by Julie Choffel, are used with the permission of Fordham University Press. Copyright © 2012.
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